
from
 ASU’s Center for Appalachian Studies 
  with Elk Knob Community Heritage Organization 

 and the Appalachian Regional Commission 

VOICES FROM
THE HEADWATERS
Patricia D. Beaver and Sandra L. Ballard, Editors 
Brittany R. Hicks, Assistant Editor

Here is a remarkably rich collection of stories,

testimonials, and reminiscences that form a 

multi-faceted portrait of three neighboring Blue 

Ridge communities. These oral histories speak 

of the power of place and the ever-shifting social 

dynamic so shaped by it, but also to the power of 

collaboration, involving decade-long efforts by 

Patricia Beaver, her vast cadre of students, and 

the many local residents whose voices they’ve 

captured so effectively. The result is a 

compelling tripartite case study that contributes 

much to our understanding of the interplay 

between Appalachian culture and community, 

past, present, and future. 
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 University of Georgia 
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NEW! Audio CD Companion to the oral history book, 
Voices from the Headwaters: Stories from Meat Camp, 
Tamarack (Pottertown) & Sutherland, North Carolina. 
Created by Appalachian Journal and the Center for 
Appalachian Studies at Appalachian State University 
in Boone, NC, this recording features the voices of 
24 people in the New River headwaters communities 
of Meat Camp, Pottertown or Tamarack, and 
Sutherland in Watauga and Ashe counties of western 
North Carolina. For oral histories from the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, order your copy of Voices from the 
Headwaters: Local Stories today! 
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